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CONGRESS BRIBFED
ON SAIGON RISING

Complete Surprise tp C.L.A.,
7~ Répresentative Told.

By JOXIN D, MORRIS
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Nov., 1 —
‘gong'ressional sources_said _to-
day that Administration offi-
¢ials had told them the mili-
tary revolt in_South Vietnam
had comc as a surprise to the
United_states_Government.

Members of a House of Rep-
resentatives study mission were
bricfed on the developments by
State Department intelligence
officers. Their spokesman, Rep-
resentative Clement J. Zablocki,
Democrat of Wisconsin, said he:
understood that the uprising
had been ‘“‘a_complete surprise,”.
“They told us there was no:
'advance information,” he added.

Mike Mansfield of Montana,
Democratic leader of the Sen-
ate, gave his collcagues a some-
what similar report after sep-
arate consultations with Ad-
ministration officials. In a brief
istatement to the Senate, he
said:

“The news of the uprising in
Vietnam came as a complete
surprise to me and, I am quite
certain, a surprise to the Ad-
ministration. There have been
rumors, of course, for weeks
that a coup d’état was in the
meking, but there was nothing
tangible to reinforce such an
assumption up to this time.” .
Representative  Clement  J.
Zablocki, Democrat of Wiscon-
sin, who is chairman of the
House study mission, said he
understood that the revolt had
been a ‘“complete surprise’” to
the United Stafcs intelligence.

Group Briefed on Revolt
Ye said he and several other
members of the group were
priefod_on the Vieinamese de-
velopmenfs af 1 PM. by Stal

partment  intelligence o

lowever, Mr, Zablocld sought

ify his_statement when
e JE (s did_not
omin
intelligence,

of _the

T “Iney didn’t know it would
happen yesterday at 1:30 P.M.,”
the Representative added. “They
were not alerted at 10 AM.
Saigon time that at 1:30 P.M.
a coup would be attempted.”

Both Senator Mansfield and
Representative  Zablocki  said
the uprising was “purely” a
Victrivrene affair. They thus
1 up the Adminis-
tratica’s denlal of any involve-
ment by the United States Gov-
{ermment. . e

Policy Review Urged
“pg far as this Government
is concerned,” Senator Mans-
ficld added, “it is my opinion
that the events of the past sev-
eral hours call more than ever
for a reassessment and reap-
praisal of our policy in South
Vietnam and, for that matter,
in all of Southeast Asia.
“One would hope that the
|people of South Vietnam will
obtain the kind of government
out of these tragic developments
which will be responsive to
their needs and respons k
them. It remains to bc se-
whether such a govermul.
shall emerge, and in 2uy )
praisal of our policies  Jus
would be a factor of the uimosy
importance.”
The Mansfield statement re-
flected a general caution at
the Capitol in appraising and
commenting on the Vietnamese
developinents.
A comment typical of any
came from Senator Bourke 20
Hickenlooper of Iowa, seg1or:
Republican member of the For-
cign Relations Committee, He

said the developments posed, 2
very serious situation that will:
require scrutiny and watchful
waiting until we know more
about it.”

" Another Republican member
of the comrittee, Scnator
!George B. Alken of Vermeont,
'said he did not know :whether
“‘United States agents were in-
volved. )




